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Now send your articles direct by email: sonningcommonmagazine@googlemail.com 






G.B_ REMOVALS 


Mffice & Flat moves etc. 

Shobal Non Local 

Part Load to Single item, pianos 
Prompt Reliable Sewice 





M.P. SOFTENERS 


Enjoy the benefits of soft water. 
Top quality softeners supplied and 
professionally installed. 
Sales, Service, Block Salt delwered 


TEL: 0118 941 O8S69 
07967 O0O98SS38 or 
O118 972 3773 


Improve your 
flexibility 
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dslom~Velahqomelolehymashde)blelal-lelsle)ler-Ne)i 


Workshops, Massage, Classes and 
One to One Personal Training 


Purestretch 


elements 
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VATS] eo) Ul arsiiulalalialemsiale)ivcele)aaF 
_ 8b Portman Road, Reading RG30 1EA 
Tel 0118 959 9919 
www.elementskitchens.co.ukK 














SONNING COMMON 


PRE-SCHOOL Fey 
GROVE ROAD og * © 
SONNINGCOMMON @ “wy & og 


0118 972 4760 


We are a happy friendly pre-school 9 
welcoming children from 2 years | 

6 months, to come and learn through Q 
play. We have a purpose built building ") 
& extensive play garden. 






Morning sessions are 9.00am - 12.00pm 
Afternoon sessions are 12.00pm - 3.00pm 
After School Club sessions are 3.00pm - 6.00pm 








Adam ’s Pest Control 


Professional Pest Control in Sonning Common 
Rats, mice, rabbits, squirrels, moles, insects, foxes. 
Available 7 days a week. 

BPCA Oualified and Fully Insured 









Call 0118 9723709 or 0784 9342690 > 


www.adamspestcontrol.co.uk 
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Let's hope you're managing to keep your sanity in the run-up 
to Christmas - there is so much to do and think about at this 
time of year! 





After three years, nearly 2,000 responses, and hours of painstaking analysis, we finally 
have the results of the Sonning Common Community Plan survey. A leaflet, detailing 
the survey’s main findings, has been circulated with this magazine. 


I'm very pleased to say that we are now able to extend the distribution of this 
magazine to those parts of Peopard Common which adjoin Sonning Common. 
This is not a takeover of the Peppard News circulation area! - but simply a way of 


keeping our neighbours informed about what's happening in the village. ee uucels ielNer: sccle pe clalalln eh oMUe tn cr 


email: grahampthomas@hotmail.com 


SO, as of Now, households in Shiplake Bottom, Gravel Hill and the Peppard Road tel: 0118 972 2598 


end of Blounts Court Road, will receive both the Peppard News and sonning 


Common Magazine. 

1 Walnut Close, Sonning Common, RG4 9DG 
email: helen.barker@tesco.net 

fel: 0118 972 1241 


We have already had some kind offers of helo with the extended distribution but 
more volunteers are always welcome. So, if you would like to help distribute the 
magazine six times a year, please contact distribution manager Geoffrey Adams 
(see details opposite), 

1 Woodlands Road, Sonning Common, RG4 9TD 
email: geoffrey.adamsS@btopenworld.com 

tel: 0118 972 2134 


Thank you to all of our advertisers, contributors and distributors wno have supported 
the magazine over the past year. And thank you to the magazine committee and 
everyone behind producing Sonning Common Magazine for all their hard work. 


From all of us to all of you, happy Christmas and good wishes for 2011. yy yy 


ROS VARNES Editor 
Email me at: 


50 Kennylands Road, Sonning Common RG4 9JT 
email: pearman@dial.pipex.com 
tel: 0118 972 2381 / 07794 291776 


sonningcommonmagazine@googlemail.com 


Last winter's snowfall at the hill opposite the Hero 
Farm on Peppard Road, taken by Philio Theobald 
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@ Father Christmas on the Lions club sleigh. 


sonning Common Pre-School is celebrating after winning 
back its £450,000 grant to build a much-needed new pre- 
school in the village. 

All those associated with the pre-school were delighted to get the news that the planned 
cedar-clad construction in Grove Road is to go ahead after all. 


In the summer it was announced that the pre-school’s grant had been suspended while the 
Government reviewed its budgets. 


While work on the new building is underway, staff and children have moved into temporary 
premises - the old library in Grove Road. 


Nikki Hampton, from the pre-school’s fundraising committee, said: “The staff have done an 
incredible job of making the temporary classroom a real home-from-home and the children 
are enjoying exploring their new surroundings. 


“The new building should be finished in March, so we will have a month or so to re-landscape 
the outside play area and garden, before we move in at Easter. 


“Word about our new building certainly seems to be 


Ea went nfl 
spreading, as we are getting quite - — oi e, 
a lot of new enquiries from parents " 
who'd like their children to join the 4 ee fi 


ore-school next year. If you would 

like your Child's name added to our 
waiting list, please contact us on 0118 
972 4760." 


RIGHT: 
The pre-school being demolished 





Chiltern Edge has also had its £600,000 grant re-instated to 
re-model the school to make way for a new children’s centre. 


The Government is building children’s centres throughout the country to provide safe and friendly 
places for under-fives and their families to play and to get information, advice and support. 


Children’s centre services include advice and support on breastfeeding; parenting support; 
access to health visitors and midwives; and help with adult learning. This includes information 
about getting back to work and/or training. 


The whole front of Chiltern Edge School will have to be re-modelled to incorporate the 
children’s centre. This will include creating a larger and more comfortable reception suite 
together with a new science laboratory and computer suite. 


Chiltern Edge head Daniel Sadler said: “The project has already started and is due to 
be completed by mid-February. The new children’s centre is scheduled to open in 
May, | believe.” 





The new Co-operative food store in Wood 
Lane opened its doors late last month after an 
extensive £500,000 re-furbisnment. 


The move secures the existing 29 jobs and creates 15 new posts at the store. The conversion 
follows The Co-operative Group's £1.56 billion acquisition of the Somerfield supermarket 
chain last year. 


Store manager James Lees said: “We are proud to serve the local community and this 
substantial investment in the store means we can now provide a much enhanced service. 
Customers are welcoming the changes and benefits shopping at The Co-operative brings, 
including our ethical trading policies which underpin our product ranges, price reductions and 
our *cash back dividend scheme. 


“At a time when consumers are looking for both value and values in business, The Co- 
operative has become even more relevant and distinctive. We will meet all the community's 
daily food shopping needs and, in the best traditions of The Co-operative, make our 
contribution to community life.” 


To this end The Co-operative Group will be donating two wooden benches to sit outside 
sonning Common Village Hall. 


*Under the Co-operative’s share of profits dividend scheme, customer members receive cash 
back on their trade with the Group's businesses. Members can choose to keep the cash or donate 
all or part of their snare to local good causes. Last year, The Co-operative paid out £41 million to 
members and over £1 million to local community groups. 


The Village Gardeners, together The following sites were planted with crocus 
with more than 20 willing helpers, §— 294 datfoaill bulbs: 

have successfully planted 3,000 the green bank opposite the village hall 
bulbs around the village in the Peppard Road/Blounts Court Road 
preparation for Spring. junction 


the flower-beds near the dental surgery 
The gardening group organised a 


village bulb-planting day in early 


the Red House Drive bank 


October. The helpers who turned the Kennylands Road/Reades Lane 
out were aged between four and uenOn 
60-plus and they managed to the Shiplake Bottom/Peppard Road 
complete all of the planting within = "9° 
an hour and a half. the Lea Road/Grove Road junction 


the flower-beds outside the library 


Chrissie Phillips-Tilbury, from 

the Village Gardeners, said: 
“The great volunteering spirit of 
sonning Common prevailed. 
We're very grateful to all of 


500 naturalised bluebells were planted 
under the silver birch trees at the Wood 
Lane and Peppard Road crossroads. 


The Village Gardeners have now exhausted 
most of their funds for the year. Outside 
our helpers.” the growing season they will carry on with 
weeding and tidying up around the village. 














Your new 





Co-operative 
Food store now open 


We've got lots of juicy deals 
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Wood Lane, Sonning Common 
good with food NOW OPEN 
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Functional Physio FLORIDA rs GOLFING & 
won | MULAN US OBL). VCs 


Neck pain 


Sonning Common Health Centre 
Chartered Physiotherapists 
Jo Pereira MCSP 
Catherine Matthews MCSP 


Sports injuries 
RSI le 

Joint pain 

Sprains 


e 
Flexible appointments otal 


Clinic: 01189 722 745 
www. functionalpfrysio.co.uk 


Headache 
Pre/Post op 
Pre/Post natal 
Pilates 


5 Bed/4 Bath Luxury Villa, 
two lounges, south facing pool. 
Disney, Theme Parks and 
Harry Potter 15 minutes. 
Contact Clive/Geraldine 
cliveandgerry @ btinternet.com 
or phone 0118 972 3243 
Brochure available. 
www.magicdaysvillaorlando.com 


VILLAGE YARNS ES OCCASIONS 

For Knitting Yarns, Sewing bits & bobs Greeting Cards , Party Items 
All Your Dry Cleaning, Shoe Repairs | Rallcona; Bakers a: Baws 
And Alterations te{ o118 9723358 Gifts for Friends & Family 


Now TOGETHER at OCCASIONS in Wood lane, Sonning Common 


insultancy Services Ltd. 


Jn the comfort of r own home \ }\\ : ntancy Services 
Specialising in South Oxfordshire and Reading 


Family ainfressing 


Ri ™M fi « Self Assessments * Accounts 
ing aur * Business Advice * Payroll 


0118 9772 : i p : Corporation Tax Returns « WAT 
| | Excellent customer service & Free initial consultation 


F ully qualified in all aspects if hairdr¢ssing Tel: 0118 9722611 


Email: keith jetferies @jcslimited.co.uk 








notice board 
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speakers. 


We have winter talks based at the Badgemore Golf 
Club where we usually meet on the second Monday of 
ro lora mw /ialis mm aa\e/aliaynieaan@.ei(ele\~ m(era\e)i|5 


On 13 December we will be hearing all about the Tall 
ships Youth Trust and on 10 January our talk will be from 
a couple about their 25-year sailing adventure in the 
south Pacific and Indian Oceans. 


Henley Offshore Group (HOG) is a not-for-profit 
(o)(efelalre} (eam Valeaneealiieelocmeneareliiiiccneeanecmiatc 
NIM @ aco Maou all's amv (@(exelsialU aU imice sami aecmelcre 
from our meetings. 


NRO |(SmW is) @xea nom ONO) A RU sme) MmialcMo).di(>aal>)\(Aexe)aal(@)s(e@]@)(>) 
venue for £5 at the door on each visit or for a £25 
olalal0(e| Ese] e\x@1 (| @)/(e)aF 


For more information see www.henleyoffshore.org/events 
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| wo | NEWS FROM THE LIBRARY: 
___ There are no details yet about what 
__ library may face in the near future, 
___ Last month we celebrated 10 years 
__ USE school and community library, 


We are Planning a special Christmas Saturday 


Storytime on 18 December, atl0am, forfourto 


_ eight-year-olds, 


The library will close for } 


an | Ine holiday period on Friday, 


24 December, at lom until Wi | 
Coie ednesday, 5 

DOT GF DB Jory 
Lf __| Wed ike to wish all our liorar 
a healthy Christmas and New Year 


For more informatio 

at the library in Groy 

a Rosemary Dunstan 
Library manager 








If any, cuts the - 
ee on We wait and hope 
~ andthe More people who use the library, the beter 


of being ajoin. 


y Users a happy and - 


N about any llorary activities, cal in - 
ve Road, or phone 0118 972 2448, _ 


SelaAeleke|\i-Kenerelnon slelna\-7, 


Walia KelaWie!-volMilant-BioNetel atte att adopting an 
val folal (fo Kero) mela <ii(-\a} fo [efero) collate mom larelaa(s 
Valley Animal Welfare. 


The charity is urgently seeking suitable, new homes for the foley Tare) 
alelanlol— eo) Kore) Mia Wi CKevel(- 0 |} Currently has 30 cats and kittens in its 

ok (Td alolan-iiiiakelaMeloleliitotatel Pe olaliantelKeiiVellilave mem iocsi-\aalolaata 
place. Sue Nickson, vice chair fo) late lant=“mvell(-\Va\alinate) Welfare, said: 
“During the winter, people tend to keep their Wilalole)iVMe lave! cae 
closed so a cat is much less likely to escape in the first few weeks 
al=1a Wim a\=\=0 (ell ef) kept in to get used to its new ate)aat=y 


MlalSMY(~rolmiV-Wato\i-W afole| pale la\ Manto) (-8 dic=latwinvelaMateliaatel eli iiave emi lave! 
new homes. But it’s not just kittens which are staying too long in our 
ieks [=] alolaal- Mo Mel(-Worel elie] ages. 


a =e e)alsaie) mere] (5 needing new homes vary enormously. The most 
oTolanlanto)aliVa o)¢=\-18) (Yell olzele)(-\aa hs ela iol(=\aks ollI“Trel(=\M elUl mint=Mel-"eljakeyi 


Owner, emigration, the e)(=to) au eke) KTTe} ifeyatsal| eke lave! alonV/[alom aveley= 
rel (He |KoKere)anlpateyay 


“Since the 'el-Telialaliate Key mia\= recession, we have taken in more 
fo] ofo alo foya\-Yo Rexel late lah -Vi-1 The loss of the owner’s joleemante)c= 
frequently given as the reason for foto) ol—TateM alolate(-YolllaBoh ata charity, 


“Combine this with people putting off Kel ialo ela Kem al=\17 pet due to fear 
‘o | efe)0) Moles] 0)(= iKTelU[alelelaves\me lave BNY(-) quickly become overwhelmed 
WlinKexe ele) atem ate ala- la iche ecole} lanl ol-lalem (eler-re fl oe] Relalinntel 
rescue charities. We can (o) a) Vm ale) ey= Wie) ‘elifelal(=\milantssKe|at-vole Ne 


If you would consider Ko] late Kelale Kore] Mela <ii(c\a /eo)(TokX-W elareal-WlV/lealleve] 
Hornsey on 01494 484527 or Ann Butler-Smith on 0118 972 tcl 





You're invited To luncn 


A special Christmas Day lunch is to be held in the village hall. 


After the success of the first event last year, organisers Jill Vallis and Chrissie Phillios- 
Tilbury have volunteered to do the same again. 


They are inviting village residents who are on their own, or couples who find all that 
shopping and cooking a bit too much, to join them. 


Tickets, priced £10, are available from Chrissie Phillios-Tiloury on 0118 972 1058, 
or Jill Vallis on 0118 972 3251. 


If people require help with transport they are advised to say so when they book. 
Guests should assemble from 12.30om for the lunch at lfm. 


Do you want high soeed 
Internet? 


People can vote to have high-soeed broadband by 
BT installed in the village. 


As part of BI’s race fo infinity, it is inviting residents in South Oxfordshire and the 
Vale of White Horse district to vote to get BT infinity fibre-optic cables installed. 


The five areas with the highest number of votes by 31 December will be 
successful. 


Individuals can vote for their area by visiting www.racetoinfinity.ot.com. 


Unsuccessful areas may still be in with a chance to increase their internet 
speed by helping South Oxfordshire District Council to measure Current 
broadband speeds in the area. 


For further information, please email 
corporate. sirategy@southoxon.gov.uk or Call 
Emma Morris on 01491 823612. 
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Local Guides group may 
be forced to close 


We urgently need a new Guide leader and assistant 
leaders for our village group, the 1st Peppard Guides. 


since our unit, which meets on Wednesdays in the 
village from 7pm to 8.15pm, was established four 

and a half years ago many of our local girls have 
participated. We are lucky to have such wonderful girls 
who are easy to please, will have a go at anything 
and are pleasure to spend time with. 


| now need some enthusiastic new leaders to take 
over my role as unit leader from January. Full support 
and training will be given and no previous experience 
of Guiding is necessary. Interested parties must be 
over |18-years-old. 


Guiding is a very rewarding pastime and | would urge 
you ALL to give serious thought to becoming a Guider 
as sadly our attempts for the last few months to find 
new leaders have drawn a blank. 


If we do not have a response soon, Guides will sadly 
close at the end of the December schoo! term. 


MELANIE QUINCEY 

Unit leader, 1st Peppard Guides 

Phone: 0118 924 2814 

Email: melanie@e-quincey.freeserve.co.uk 


Want to be a Brownie? 


The Ist Kidmore End Brownies group meets in 
sonning Common on a weekly basis and is open 
to girls aged seven to 11 — younger girls can go 
on a waiting list. 


For more information please contact Claire 
Swannell. Phone 0118 9483744 / 07834 766485. 
Email claireswannell@yahoo.co.uk 





PICTURE FRAMING 
SMALL LOCAL WORKSHOP 
‘Work carried out for local gallery 
_ Complete framing service 
Canvases stretched 


O: a ‘k 1 Grove 
Garden’ Services 
LANDSCAPING (HARD OR SOFT) 

FENCING « TURFING « PATIOS « HEDGING 

WATER FEATURES 


James Watkins 


‘Oak Grove’ * 13 Grove Road * Sonning Common * Berkshire RG4 9RH 
Telephone: 0118 972 2659 


Mounts cut for existing frames 
Old photographs restored 
Local collection/ delivery 

. Contact Colin Ward 01189722075 








Sonning Common Primary School Sonning Common based 
mas 6Christmas Fair «™- Jerry Cole 






Saturday 27th November G fee ING Ae 
42 noon to 2.30pm . Mob: 0783 434 6487 
Come and take a ride on the - 2 E-mail: jjcelecservitd@tiscali.co.uk 


Little Red Train to visit Santa in his grotto. 


Christmas raffle, bottle tombola, homemade crafts, © Fault di . a lt ei 
Siro ae ee Sane ‘Namaueawd 


Entry 50p ® Fuscboard changes 


| , ( ® Lighting advice and installation 


Website: www.jjcelecservitd.co.uk 


® CCTY Installation 
® Gate Automation 





Computer Problems? 


Fault Diagnosis, Maintenance & Upgrades, 
Data Recovery & Migration, Virus Cleaning, 
Networking, Broadband and much more. 





Call Robin Piercey 


at Influential Computers on 


01491 680036 


www.kidbys.co.uk Fax: 0118 972 10 02 or visit www.influentialcomputers.com 


Tel: 0118 972 33 80 
Kidbys Yard, 28 Kennylands Road 
Sonning Common, Reading, RG4 9JT 





LC. FULLER GRAHAMIS { 
PLUMBING & HEATING MAINTENANCE 

Fully qualified and insured, local and reliable. 

Gas safe registered. Painting, Decorating Door & Window Fitting 
Installation, service, maintenance and repair. Plumbing & Fitted Bathrooms Wood & Laminate Flooring 
Registered for unvented hot water & wras. Free Floor & Wall Tiling Sheds — Supplied & Fitted 
estimates. ] Fascias, Soffits Garden Maintenance 

Tel: 0118 9724097 Siifc Guttering, Flat Roofing Fencing & Decking etc. 
Mob: 07800 914 880 Ree FREE ESTIMATES 


Caamaemi sie CORE regaed engineers wee equced to trnefer tthe 0118 972 3114 















Robin James & Partners 


@ 4 tipi a BS tay r & = JIC IC Electrical Services Limited 


Is your PC outdated, misbehaving, virus infected? 





Lolit Tel. (0118) 947 2099 (Opposite Caversham Waitrose) 


Never Knowingly Undersold! 
OPHTHALMIC Best prices on Frames & Lenses 
OPTICIANS Glaucoma testing & Diabetic screening 


Computer assisted vision examination 

Budget to Top Designer Name Frames 

Gucci Nike Calvin Klein DKNY Silhouette 

Emergency Service 

Varifocal Specialists 

Latest Contact Lens 

Over 1000 frames 

Reading's longest established Independent Opticians 


Julian James BSc(Hons) MSc MCOptom 
Church Street Ferdi Monterio BSc(Hons) MCOptom 
Caversham Reading Robin James FBOA FCOptom 


C. JONES 


Vvvvvvvvvvvyv 





WEE-COT SEATING 
= Upholstery, Loose Covers, 
PLUMBING Ee aoe Chair Caning, 


& HEAL HEATING French Polishing & Furniture Repairs 


All aspects of Plt Plumbing & LIZANNE SMITH Tel: 0118 972 4560 
Heating work undertaken. 












' Have you friends and relatives coming to stay for that 
ALL WORK GLARANTEED family occasion? 


T E L E PH O N E . Take advantage of the comfortable accommodation available at... 





Ol 18 972 3394 A dade dhe alae 
MOBILE: _ BED & BREAKFAST | | 
07711109077 | “GSniace: 'o11s O72 2021" 
eareradiderel pL LL ike Carcina 








Christmas 
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Original Gift ideas 
Classic decorations 
Speciality Foods 


Quality Christmas 
Trees 


Daisy's Coffee Shop @ ALL MAKES OF VEHICLE UNDERTAKEN 


mas 0) Of] 0m aNey-lopmoyolalaliarem@xe)aaleale)apmm ate mo)\ sme 
Tel -0118 972 4220 Daisy’s -0118 972 3652 
Open 7 days aweek 9.30am to 50m 


rd os i=pofe 1 WELL ROAD - » SONNING COMMON 


‘fake KIDMORE} END 0118 972, 4036 


SPRUCE MAINTENANCE SERVICE 





For all your property maintenance requirements 
including, decorating inside and out, paper 
hanging, wall & floor tiling, carpentry, hand 
painted kitchens and furniture, water damaged 
ceilings & Insurance work. Hedge and grass 
cutting services. 


01 18 972 $980 
24 PEPPARD ROAD 
SONNING COMMON 
10% OFF with THis VOUCHER 
CHILDREN’S PLAYROOM 


CUTS - £10.00 GRADES - £8.00 CHILD CUTS £9.00 
CUTS & BLOW DRY - £10.00 RESTYLE - £15.00 
SENIOR CITIZEN - £7.00 BEARD TRIM £4.00 


Ros SMITH 
TEL: 0118 972 4560 


sonningcommon 
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Trading the village library for the Great Wall of China 


In October village library manager 
Rosemary Dunstan undertook a two- 
week charity trek along part of the Great 
Wall of China. Here’s how she got on... 


Big ones, small ones, crumbling ones, slippery 
ones — steps. We found all sorts on the Great Wall 
of China. 


Our first impression of the Great Wall was 

of its alarming height and the steep path 
descending from it. Our introduction to it was a 
two-hour walk, ending with trembling legs from 
the long, steep descent. 


We trekked for seven days, for between two and 
six hours a day. By day four my muscles were 
getting used to the steps, which made them 
seem easier. 


We had no rain while we were walking, but not 
much sun either. One day was particularly misty. 
The sheer effort of walking made us warm, but 
we soon cooled down when we stopped for 
food, so we never rested for long. 


The ‘hotels’ wnere we spent the nights were fairly 
basic by western standards: we didn’t always 
have hot water or heating, and there were 
some alarming insects around! 


When you see the fish symbol on our 
community minibus you might assume 
we are a religious organisation, but in 
reality we are are a local charity run 
entirely by volunteers, some of whom are 
believers and some of whom are not. 


FISH Stands for Friendship In Sickness and Health. 
We aim to provide much-needed community 
transport for the sick and elderly, although 
anybody in need is welcome to use Our bus 
and car services. 


Our Crivers take people to hospital appointments, 
clinics, dentists, opticians and to visit loved ones 
in care homes. People who cannot drive or cope 
with public transport use our services, which often 
provide a valuable lifeline at a distressing time. 


From Sonning Common we serve Peppard, 
Gallowstree Common, Kidmore End, Binfield 
Heath and places in between. We number 30 in 
total. A team of volunteers mans the teleonone 
and organises our services from an office in 
sonning Common Village Hall. Many office 
volunteers generously double up as car drivers too. 


We were not able to walk on the wall all of 

the time. In some places it’s too broken or 
inaccessible to be safe. So, at times we walked 
beside the wall, offen on paths which had 
been cleared in the spring but had become 
overgrown, steep and slippery. 


Where the wall is easily accessible by road it 
has usually been restored, and is very popular 
with Chinese tourists. Some Chinese people are 
not used to seeing westerners, and we received 
much interest, especially when doing our warm- 
Up exercises. 


On the final day we had a two-hour trek on a 
very popular section of the wall at Juyongguan. 
There were many Chinese tourists around, taking 
photos of themselves in different positions on the 
wall. We were glad that most of the trek had 
been on the more remote sections of wall: 
tourists just got in our way. As we approached 
our final flight of steps our Chinese guides 
sprayed us with champagne to celebrate our 
achievement — and there was enough left for 
everyone to drink some too. 
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The Great Wall is magnificent and majestic, 
marching relentlessly through the Chinese 
countryside, and I'm grateful that | was able to 
experience it. The rest of the countryside is Quite 


Everybody at FISH volunteers because we like 
people and we enjoy serving our community. 
Other local villages and towns admire what FISH 
provides. It is a feature of our friendly village of 
which we can all be proud. 


Last year we carried out more than 1,000 trips. 

In a typical month the bus covers 600 miles, 
transports 200 passengers on 17 trips with the 
volunteer drivers collectively contributing 80 hours 
of their time. 


The bus’s primary task is to take our senior citizens 
on shopping trios. We pick up clients from their 
doorsteps and assist them with heavy shopping. 
Clients can use a bus pass to pay for this service, 
but on some trios a small fee is charged. 


We also do leisure trios to garden centres, 
National Trust properties and have monthly pul 
lunch and afternoon tea excursions. The fares 
charged for leisure trios help to fund the bus. 


We need to replace our bus soon and a new 
one will cost nearly £50,000. 


We urgently need more volunteer drivers, 
particularly car drivers, who will be paid a 


ordinary. Beijing is a polluted and noisy city, with 
too many people and too much traffic. China's 
answer to its traffic problems is to build more 
roads, which is not really a satisfactory solution. 


The trek was an experience not to be missed, 
and if | can raise money at the same time, then 
it's worth every aching muscle. 


Thanks to everyone who has sponsored me, 

and if you haven't yet done so, it’s not too late. 
Cheques should be made payable to ICR (that’s 
the Institute of Cancer Research), or payment 
can be made online at www, justgiving.com/ 
rosemary-dunstan 


ROSEMARY DUNSTAN 


~ Tired after trekking: village 
librarian Rosemary Dunstan 


mileage allowance. So, if you can spare some 
time and would like to help in any capacity, we 
would be very pleased to hear from you. — 


ALAN GOSWELL 

FISH bus manager 

Further information is available from: 
FISH Volunteer Centre 

Sonning Common Village Hall 

Wood Lane 

Phone: 0118 972 3986 


The web site now displays the bus calendar: 
www. fishvolunteercentre.co.uK 








Jack ‘N Gill 
Dry Carpet Cleaning 


We offer you a Safe and Reliable way to 
clean your carpets. 


Suitable for all types of carpets and rugs. 


For a free quote call: 
Daytime: 
07900 907059 
Evening: 
01491 680569 





= | 07808 162985 
E. T. Sheppard 


MONUMENTAL 
MASON 


SINCE 1940 





Established Before 1879 


TOMALIN 
AND SON 


UNERAL DIRECTORS 


INDEPENDENT FAMILY RUN FUNERAL SERVICE 


ANDERSON HOUSE 
38 READING ROAD * HENLEY-ON-THAMES 
Telephone: 01491 573370 


unk ip, 


ww Pre-paid Funeral Plans 
JOLDEN CHARTER 


Brochures on request or visit our Showroom at: 


36 Reading Road *« Henley-On-Thames 


Telephone: 01491 574644 











YOUR NEW LOCAL 
MoT TEST STATION 


EST 1998 


HENNELL VEHICLE 


SERVICES 


MOT TESTING 

SERVICING & REPAIRS 

ENGINE DIAGNOSTICS 

VEHICLE AIR CONDITIONING 
LASER FOUR WHEEL ALIGNMENT 











DAY NURSERY & PRE-SCHOOL 


Situated in 2 acres of beautiful 
Oxfordshire countryside, 
we cater for children aged 
6 weeks to 5 years. 















Bishopswood Day Nursery & Pre-School 
Horsepond Road, Gallowstree Common 
Nr Reading, Oxfordshire RG4 9BT 





BOOK YOUR Mot NOW 


Tel: 01491 628866 


www-.hennellvehicleservices.co.uk Ti, A is ay 


0118 9722 196 bishopswood@googlemail.com 


www.bishopswoodnursery.co.uk 


Unit 19 Greys Green Business Centre , fe : \ bie, yl ) 3 
Rotherfield Greys, Henley-on-Thames 
Oxon RGI 4QG 
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PURPOSE MADE 
HARDWOOD & SOFTWOOD 
JOINERY 


>» BARS » DOORS » SASHES 
» WINDOWS >» WORKTOPS » STAIRCASES 
» MOULDINGS 


mrating to Complete Home Improvements 
Sonning Common 


Tel! 0118 9721442 or Mobile: O7 920 092675 





Email: mebs.decorplus@btopenworld.com 


Website: www.mebsdecorplus.co.uk 


Foster interiors 


UPHOLSTERY & LOOSE COVERS 
Made to the highest standards 
from an extensive range of fabrics 
brought to your home. 

Complete fitting and advisory service. 
Curtains hung and dressed, ensuring complete 
satisfaction — Most competitive prices 
Telephone: 01491 680291 
jor reliable and personal service 


2193 


QUS 972 


SMiLcey LANE - HARE HATCH S 
= 1 READING ¢ BERKSHIRE RG10 9TH | 


TEL / FAX 


0118 940 4948 


e-mail: sales@woodslangton.go-plus.net 
Website: www. ee , 


ESTATE Netan ton 


roviding a complete 

property service linking 

buyers and sellers, 
facilitating fast, successful 






and hassle-free moves in 
South Oxfordshire and 
North Berkshire... 


Phone us for a free valuation 





01189 24 25 26 


AVAA SIS\A11(sHeOne] (4 


28, Peppard Road, Sonning Common 
South Oxfordshire, RG4 9SU 
info@beville.co.uk 


EVERYTHING 
IN THE GARDEN 
Established 1985 
Now in Stoke Row 


All types of design, construction, 
maintenance and improvements. 
Tel: 01491 641311 
Mob: 07810 112411 


“From Italy we decided to go to Corfu for 
the winter. This involved a two-and-a-half 
day crossing of the lonian Sea with no sight 
of land. 


At one point we thought we saw land - 
unexpectedly, in the middle of the sea. My 
Dad rushed to plumb the depths, thinking 
we had gone wrong somewhere with our 
navigation. When our plumb line failed to 
reach the bottom, our ‘land’ turned out to 
have been a whale. 


We stopped in the main port of Corfu for 
water, with food on board but no money. 
While Dad was waiting in line on the quay for 
water, a man from an expensive motor boat 
tried to jump the queue. 


With (not so) typical British reserve, Dad 
explained that this was ‘not on’. The chap 
left in a huff and later on his wife came to 
apologise for his behaviour and invited us to 
their boat for drinks to make up for it. 


Well, after a couple of rather large G&ls, the 
next thing we knew we were being asked 

to look after the couple’s boat, ironically 
named Dad's Boat’, for the winter, and 
being offered more money than we could 
have hoped for during our stay. So, with 
finances secured, we berthed in the marina 
at Gouvia that winter. 


To top up the wage from looking after 
Dad's Boat, Dad got work servicing and 
maintaining boats for a yacht charter 
company, while Mum and | cleaned the 
boats between charters. 


Now, strictly soeaking, working on the island 
required a permit, which we didn’t have. 

So, between cleaning duties, my sister and 

| were tasked with keeping watch for any 
figures of authority to warn those working ‘on 
the black’, 


During our stay on Corfu my sister and | went 
to a Greek school for eight months. We had 
to mostly self-teach using the books we had 
taken from home, while learning to speak 
some Greek. 


Thankfully, children aren't as xenophobic 
as some adults and play was always 

the common ground we could enjoy, 
irresoective of language barriers. So, we 
made plenty of local friends... and some, 
not so local! 


One day, as we were settling into life in 
Corfu, a huge motor yacht appeared on 
the horizon on its way to the marina. Now, 
in Monaco this wouldn't have been out 








of place, but in a sleepy fishing village, 
populated by small boats, this was BIG news. 
SO my sister and | rushed to catch its ropes 
and help fo tie if up, intrigued about its 
occupants and owner. 


As it turned out the yacht, Sarina, belonged 
to music producer Robert Stigwood, the 
simon Cowell of his day. Although Robert 
Sstigwood was not aboard during the winter 
months, as neighbours in the marina we got 
on famously with his crew and they adopted 
us as junior deck hands. 


We had never seen anything like Sarina 
before (millionaire’s yachts were not places 
we normally frequented) and, as you'd 
expect, everything was spotless - even the 
engineers’ white overalls! By contrast my dad 
looked like he’d been down a coal mine 
after working on Paddington’s engine. 


We were regularly invited aboard Sarina to 
enjoy some luxuries such as watching movie 
premieres of the latest films. At Christmas 
time they really spoiled us. There was a live 
turkey running around the deck, which later 
became lunch, while the Chinese chef 
made us handmade chocolates and silk 
Ouppe+ts as gifts. 


Helen lives in Woodlands Road with her 
husband, Chris, and their sons Charlie, 
five, and baby Harry, who was born just a 
few weeks ago. 


In focus 





SONNING COMMON 


Community Plan 


How If all began 


In July 2007 a group of like-minded 
individuals met in Christ the King 
church hall fo discuss the possibility of 
producing a parish plan for Sonning 
Common - fo inform the future 
development of the village. 


Little did | know, that three years later, | would 
have a garage full of questionnaires, carrying 

a wealth of information about our community, 
and that we would produce the report you have 
received with your magazine! 


We officially launched in October 2007 with 

an open meeting in the village hall. We were 
delighted with the response from villagers and 
formed a number of working groups to delve 
deeper into the key areas of concern that had 
been identified - the village environment, traffic 
and transport and facilities for young people. 


For the next 18 months, we made it our business 
to ask as many questions as possible to try to 
better understand the views of villagers of all 
ages and backgrounds. 


We organised a number of events to publicise 


the plan and to gamer further opinion and ideas. 
You may remember Inspire 08 for young people, 


our stalls at village fairs and at On Your Bike. 


PMc leatels Cole) (-Wye-m ol-)mer-1) Me) malelt y= lave) (els 
returned the community plan survey: 


60 per cent of respondents were women; 
40 per cent were men 


40 per cent were retired 
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Or maybe you attended our Business Breakfast 
at the Herb Farm. 


Having assimilated all this information we then 
needed to lock ourselves away and formulate 
the questionnaire, which was to be delivered to 
every household in the village. 


This certainly proved to be the most challenging 
part of the whole process! 


At the end of 2009 we were ready and armed 
with our questionnaires. We knew that we needed 
to get a very high response rate to give credibility 
to our data so that the results could be used to 
inform the future planning of Sonning Common. 


It was pleasing that so many villagers responded 
to our plea for volunteers to deliver and collect 
the questionnaire. All our volunteers took the 

task most seriously and doggedly chased down 
every last questionnaire during the worst winter 

in years! 


This year has seen the committee trawl through 
all the responses and compile a summary of 
all the data. We were most fortunate to have 
been joined at this stage by Mrs Heidi Davis of 
Peppard Common and by Mrs Diana Pearman 
of Sonning Common. 
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Once all the data had been collected, we 
invited the interested parties - South Oxfordshire 
District Council, Oxfordshire County Council, the 
Oxfordshire Rural Community Council and the 
police - fo comment on the sections relevant 
to them. Then, finally, we sat down to compile a 
report of our findings. 


We now need to hand the baton on so that 
all this hard work can continue and help take 
sonning Common forward. 


If you would like to use the raw data to help 
develop your business or organisation locally, 

or would like further information on how to take 
forward one of the issues raised in the plan, then 
please do not hesitate to contact me. See the 
leaflet for details. 


Lastly, | must thank all my hard working 
committee members who have turned into 
great friends; they are Faith Lusted (vice-chair), 
Ros Varnes, Lisa Rees, Robert Matthews, Trish 


Selby, Chrissie Phillios-Tiloury and Douglas Kedge. 


Thanks also to parish councillors Jane Holmes 
and Alan Rooke who took turns sitting on the 
committee during its lifetime. 


SARA CAPALDI 
Chair, Sonning Common Community Plan 
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T’ai chi for Health 
Kidmore End War Memorial Hall 
Reades Lane, Sonning Common 


Tuesday 9.30-10.30 
During term time 


Chen style Tai chi in a friendly informal class 
Improve your stamina, balance, 
strength & co-ordination 


For further information 
please ring Debbie on 07802 347943 
www.debbiepage.org 


* SONNING COMMON’ 
VILLAGE HALL 


| Available for hire for Parties, Meetings, Events etc 
Fully equipped kitchen — Public Address System 
— Disabled Toilet Facilities — 
side room can be hired separately. 
Tables & Chairs available for hire. 
Commercial rates by negotiation 










Please Contact: 
Penny Harvey — 0118 972 3779 


www.sonningcommonvillagehall.btik.com 






your next on 
| production of this voucher 


As Reading’ S longest established Vauxhall dealer, we offer un rive allied 
levels of customer service and great value for money. In stocl we 
have the best selection o _ and used Vauxhalls in the ar 
can guarantee we will no} beaten on pi ceo ar chai — 


SERVICING» 
LOCAL CA GE 
OR-OVER: . 


50 VEA! pc 


tot ee 
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Sonning Conimon Gar: ge i ce 


www. sonninacommonvaux all.com 











PEPPARD BUILDING SUPPLIES 


Telephone: Kidmore End 0118 972 2028 


EVERYTHING FOR THE 
HANDYMAN & BUILDER 


Bishopsland Farm * Peppard Road 
Dunsden - RG4 9NR 


SPICK.” SPAN 
DOMESTIC 
CLEANING SERVICE 


¢ Reliable, friendly & trustworthy. 

¢ Weekly / Fortnightly cleans 

¢ One-Off Cleans 

¢ All equipment and supplies provided. 





Competitive Rates 


Please call Louise for a free quotation. 


Tel: 0791 429 3167 


Comolli gate: lecicr: 


Friendly local help with PC problems, 
upgrades, wireless, 
broadband and networking. 


Free advice, reasonable rates. 


Call David on 07980 129364 


or e-mail: 
help@computerfrustrations.co.uk 


BONNER LOCKSMITHS 
INSURANCE APPROVED 


DOORS & WINDOW LOCKS SUPPLIED & FITTED, 
CHANGED OR UPGRADED (853621) 
DOMESTIC & COMMERCIAL PREMISES 
DIGITAL LOCKS«BARS 


FREE NO OBLIGATION QUOTE 
ALLAREAS COVERED | Oy 


(1491 680216 | 


CALL OUT SERVICE 
PULL MEMBER | 
(OF RRETTS 


ie 

_ CRESTWEL L HOUSE 

Beech Lane, ROS UPA #® Woodcote Nr. Reading 
PROPRIETOR: 5. J. BONNER 


LACKS STH 
INSTITUTE 





ousinessprofile advertising feature 


“T always try to provide 


the treatment that I would 


WINDOWS ¢ DOORS + CONSERVATORIES like to receive myself. it 
| FASCIA + SOFFITS ¢ GUTTERING ¢ CLADDING 
High quality education and child care under the 
Early years foundation stage (EVFS) for children / 


SARSREIEADS Years Use your Local Installer with 25 


rem a amper yourself! 
® Pre-school sessions available For a FREE quotation ad 
® Open all year, Monday to Friday, 7am to 7pm Call Mike Dockree on 
© Flexible hours 07785928190 or 0118 972 4376 





Beauty therapist Janet manager, but always maintained her 
® Farly years education grants available | Copp strives to give every beauty therapy work in the evenings. 
® Curriculum includes French, Music & Movement All window and door a  e | ) client the level of good She now works two afternoons a week 
and Thames Vielley Gyn installations carrya10 year [® : | service she would Uke to managing IT for a Marlow-based training 


guarantee and the finished 
product is independently - | 
a a cea emaiig eal : See ee ee on She said: “My biggest priority with this 
For further information, please ask for the manager home in the village, Janet has been business is fo give people the best 

om diya’ 972 4784, or visit our website. running Chiltern Beauty for more than six 
years and has clients ranging in age from 
18 to 86! 


consultancy and the rest of the time 
concentrates on Chiltern Beauty. 


®*Amall friendly and personal care in 


receive herself. 
Sonning Common 


possible experience. | want them to 
feel soecial. | always try to provide the 
treatment that | would like to receive 


wien aphaberdaynurseries.cam WINDOWS ¢ DOORS + CONSERVATORIES 
FASCIA « SOFFITS + GUTTERING + CLADDING 


emails: info alphabetdaynursertes.com 





she specialises in electrolysis but offers myself. 
the full range of beauty treatments 
including aromatherapy facials, waxing, 
manicures and pedicures, eyelash tinting 


“| never do back-to-back treatments 
so that | always have time between 


CAVERSHAM AERIAL nse eaten 


) se SERVI CES TEXTU RE PLUS SING EVOUON SNCIeING. they are being rushed out. 


she also does special occasion make-up “| enjoy this job because | meet a variety 











Tow oe oa _™ Interior & Exterior Decorating for weddings, Christmas or evenings out of peaale cmelitt's rewsrelng #9 225 
OF18 © Ls s , Plastering, Artexing, & Coving and gives make-up lessons. people feel good about themselves. 
‘i eesal. Solving Artex problems /Floor & wall Tiling Janet is planning to offer a new spray Clients know when they come here that 
Digital TV d ials, Sky, Sky HD, Kitchens, Bathrooms, and P Certified Electrician tanning service from next Spring, in they get me, and, working for myself, | 
Freesat and freeview COMPLETE HOME IMPROVEMENTS preparation for the holiday season. know that | always do the job to the best 
DAB & FM aerials CBT Registered /90 Years Experience /NHBC Awarded And one current, popular and luxurious Se 
14 Odiham Avenue RG4 6PU Adrian Brown treatment - especially beneficial during One of the advantages of working from 
: Tel: 0118 9721442/Sonning Common/Mobile: 07880 542363 the winter months - is her paraffin wax home is avoiding salon overheads, 
Cavershamaerials@gmail.com Email: textureplus.adrian@btopen world.com Manicure. : so Janet is able to keep her prices 
7 caversham-~aerials.co.uk Website: www.textureplus.co.uk ee. competitive. 
: Janet explained: “Thick, nourishing creme 
is aplied to the hands followed by Christmas is the ideal time to take time 
warm wax. Hand mitts are worn for 10 Our TO enjoy some pampering. To book 


minutes and afterwards, the instant result —_—- treatments or buy gift vouchers contact: 


is beautiful, soft hands. It’s like a facial for 
We have been trading in the village einen! JANET COPP Ch il t ern 


for over 40 years Chiltern Beauty 
Janet has 20 years experience as a 
We have old fashioned friendly | os 9 Sedgefield Close Se a l | 
. beauty therapist. After qualifying she 
Service Sonning Common 
worked full-time in a beauty salon for five g 

We can’t stock everything but we years before moving into office work. Phone: 0118 972 3157 
can get most things for your pet! She eventually became a successful Email: jan@chilternbeauty.co.uk 

We deliver free on orders over information technology (I) project www.chilternbeauty.co.uk Outstanding Natural Beauty 


£25.00 


COME AND SEE US !! 
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Telephone Graham Thomas on 0118 972 2598 or write to Business Profiles, 39 Woodlands Road, Sonning Common RG4 9TD 





Playing a part in local democracy 


s- 





On 23 October Dr Margaret Thomson, 
chairman of the Sonning Common and 
District Community Care Fund, and 

me were privileged to be guests at the 
Notakkwire concert held in the village hall. 


We must congratulate the choir on 

Q brilliant performance, which was 

also great fun. Congratulations too to 
Nottakwire leaders Margaret Moola and 
Elaine Williams who worked so hard to put 
on a very polished performance. 


On top of this, they were very kindly raising 
funds for our organisation for which we 
thank them and the audience. 

JOAN THORNE 

Honorary Secretary 


Sonning Common and District Community 
Care Fund 





| was hoping that maybe other 
frustrated runners would write in with 
local runs they love to do. Here’s 
one of my favourites. 


Starting out fresh-faced and lycra-clad, 
go down Wood Lane towards the 
butchers - alas not the pub but Carl 
Wood's, 


Turn left onto Peppard Road, go past 
the shops and petrol station and 
straight up the hill, trying not to slow to a 


complete standstill. At the top of the hill, 


(hiding the fact that you're wheezing), 
turn left into Stoke Row Road. 


Fighting the urge to stop at the Unicom, 
turn left into Wyfold Lane. Follow an 
undulating lane with great views on 
both sides and at the cross-roads, turn 
left into Wyfold Road. 


At the end of Wyfold Road turn right 
into Horsepond Road (taking care not 
to get hit by soeeding motorists) then 
immediately left onto Wood Lane. 


Follow the road to the picturesque 
Kidmore End, then turn left by the 
pond into Kidmore Lane (ignoring the 
tantalising view of The New Inn). Then 
follow Kidmore Lane to the corner with 
Kennylands Road where you turn left 
and go back up Wood Lane again. 


DEBORAH FIELD 

Wood Lane 

Amateur runner and mother of 
three (two kids plus one husband) 





lam sure many of you, like me, 
have noticed just how busy the 
cenire of our village has become 
recently. And, of course, the 
situation will only get worse. 


So, planned action from our parish 
council is needed now, before the 
situation becomes so dangerous as to 
be intolerable. 


The proposed develooment of Lea 
Meadow may or may not go ahead, but 
| believe it is inevitable that develooment 
within our village will take place. 


This, coupled with the develooment of 
surrounding villages, which depend on 

The Health Centre, chemist, dentist, Post 
Office and shops of Sonning Common, will 
considerably increase the amount of on- 
street parking and consequent congestion 
in our village centre. 


We need more off-road parking to 

make the village centre safe again. | 
have identified three areas that could 
accommodate several additional parking 
spaces (I’m certain there are others). 


sonning Common Parish Council has a 
surplus fund in excess of £50,000. It holds 
this in trust, to be used for the benefit of the 
community. 


| suggest the council needs to be 
encouraged to act now and use some of 
this fund to purchase or lease parcels of 
land close to the village centre for parking. 


Less money in the parish coffers and greater 
safety in our village centre will benefit us 

all. So, | implore you to canvas your parish 
councillors and urge them to act. 


Only if we become engaged and demand 
action will the parish council listen, and 
action is needed now — before the village 
becomes grid-locked. 


JOHN STOVES 
Woodlands Road 
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JOHN DAWSON 





| would like to thank all my neighbours and friends who 
have heloed and shown such kindness during the illness 
of my late husband, Tom. 


Ii was much appreciated by me and all my family. 


CHRISTINE GIBSON 
Bramley Crescent 


lf anyone has any unwanted double knit wool, would you 
please consider donating it to us? 
We are a group of three knitters wno make jumpers and blankets for children 


at a new creche in Kenya. The creche acts as a daytime home to around 
400 children so we need lots of wool! 


If you can help us knit or provide unwanted wool, that would be lovely. 
Please leave your donations at 86 Wood Lane. Thank you. 


LINDA WEBB 
Wood Lane 


sonningecommon 


mle. ste rdins 


Andrew Peg Oak. T DENTISTRY 
for everything oak | ) iH i | » FIN ¥ 


Oak framed garages and outbuildings to enhance 
your property. Garden rooms, oak furniture and 
joinery, all made to your — 4 


# 








DENTAL SURGEONS 
Richard G. McQuillan 8.D.5.(U.LONDON) 


Lom Fort 
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John Abbey- 


Painter 
& 


Decorator wv ant 


0118 924 2552 
58WoodLane 9 
Sonning Common ) 

















A GORDON 
Specialist in Slating, 

Tiling and Flat Roofs 
All work guaranteed 


$3 


Advanced Level 
City & Gailds 


Telephone: 


01491 576 463 


my mental diary for 
some time, viewing 

wt with afamiliar 
mixture of excitement 
and dread, the dread 
definitely on top. 


Unfortunately, | had forgotten 
to notify my dear wife, who'd 
arranged for someone to 
come and make new shelves. 
There were words — warm words 
— and now the shelf-maker isn't 
coming, at least for a while. 


The dread comes from the fear 


comes later. 


But it’s all right, this time at 
least. | did 1500 words by 
lunchtime. One tiny step on a 
long road. 


I'm always interested in how 
other writers go about it, so 
here's how | do ft. 


| start around five each 
morning (it’s the best time if 
you have that kind of body 
clock: children asleep, road 
diggers asleep, telephone 
callers asleep, car alarms 
generally exhausted), 


rewrites on the left. Then it all 
goes into the PC for further 
revision. 


Winter is the best time, 
because of the lack of outside 
temptations such as fishing, 
cricket, tending the fruit and 
veg, lounging in pub gardens 
and so on, 


My office looks out on my shed, 


which comforts me but does 
not distract me. Apart from the 
occasional hyperactive squirrel 
in the hazel, there’s nothing 
much to see. 





| work until lunchtime and have 
a snooze offer it. | don't write 

in the afternoon or evening, 
although | will prepare for the 
next day's slog by wading 
through notes and research 
material. 


| go to bed early and usually 
dream about the book. With 
luck if will be pretty much 
finished by next summer. 


SO that's it: the writer's life. It’s 
all very boring and | won't 
mention it again. 
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| After Tom’s tirade against muntjac deer im 
: Beasts in the last edition, he received the 
: following reader’s letter: 


FOR A BEAUTIFUL GARDEN 
Choose from our wide range of quality garden services: 
design and landscaping, plants and maintenance. 
We tailor-make our service for you. 

For a free, no-obligation visit and written estimate from 
RHS qualified staff, 
call 01844 279430 or 


e-mail: info@brannfordgardens.co.uk 
Full details at: www.brannfordgardens.co.uk 


aie 
hy, 


CHIROPODY HOME VISITS 


For professional treatment & advice 


TOP 12 BOOKS 


So)alalialon @xe)anlantele K<Tele|isleRecelu of ater 
just celebrated its 10th anniversary with 
Champagne and cake, followed by 
olaRialiciaioxel eu ssiolaNelaiiar= 1(@) of ele\e) <s 
ico)aaminiowlenime|=\erelel=9 They are: 


contact - Hello Tom, 


: | thought | would share some information with you about my efforts to deter 
muntjacs from visiting my garden. Although these animals are rather adorable, 
they are less appealing when munching the heads off my roses! 


STATE REGISTERED CHIROPODIST 
Heidi Snookes-Owen 


: lf was a chance conversation with a hairdresser that has allowed my garden 
: to become a muntiac-free zone. 


Bsc, DpodM, SRCh, MChS 
HPC Registered 


Apparently these lovely creatures do not like human hair and so | stuffed some 
(collected from the floor of the hairdresser’s) into the feet of a pair of tights, 

3 stitched up the little parcels and tied them to my back gate which was the 

: deer's entry point to my garden. 


FINE JUST THE WAY IT IS P\alal(c ma celtye 
SUITE FRANGOISE Irene Nemirovsky 
A FINE BALANCE No) aliayceya Mystry 
THE ROAD Cormac Mccarthy 
MRS PALFREY AT THE CLAREMONT Elizabeth Taylor 
THE SIEGE Helen Dunmore 
THE BOOK THIEF Marcus YAU Yo |i 
NEVER LET ME GO Kazou Salle [Uirey 
LIFE OF PI Yann Martel 
A MONTH IN THE COUNTRY JL ore li 
THE KITE RUNNER Khaled Hosseni 
LOVE IN A COLD CLIMATE Nancy Mitford 


BRANNFORDS 
GARDEN BER? cog 


LANDSCAPE PLANT MATE 
“CORC APE PLANT 


O118 924 2677 





Magic - it worked. Since then | haven't seen a munijac in my garden. However, 
after reading your article in the last edition of the magazine, | rather suspect 
: that they have decamped to the Wood Lane/Grove Road area ... sorry! 








CERAMIC WALL & FLOOR TILING 


Adhesive / Grout / Trims Supplied 
Floor Levelling & Plastering 
Free Estimates & Advice 


Carole Lewis 
: Woodlands Road 


, Dear Carole 


Call Mick 0118 962 8057 / Mobile 07841 586003 


: If only I knew when the beasts were coming in I 

2 would hang a huge bunch of girls’ hair (mine ts much 
: too precious, as you can imagine). But their ingress/ 
: exit is still a mystery. 


A child's first steps into education within a caring environment 


We are a small, friendly pre-school caring for children from 2 years 6 
months to 5 years in a beautiful village setting. Various sessions available. 





INTERIOR & EXTERIOR @ PAINTERS & DECORATORS 
GUTTER CLEANING ar REPLACEMENT SERVICE 
GENERAL PROPERTY MAINTENANCE 
FREE ESTIMATES 
FAST @ EFFICIENT & PROFESSIONAL SERVICE 
Private & COMMERCIAL WorK UNDERTAKEN 


Chrissie Phillips-Tilbury 


We are OFSTED inspected and registered for Early Years Funding. 





| Tom 
For more information, please call Louise on 0118 924 2740 
Registered Charity number 104-6030 





BUY — Cox, Blenheim, Russet « more 


APPLES 


+ Christmas Boxes + Mail Order + 


COLLINS, DRYLAND 
& THOROWGOOD LLP 
SOLICITORS 


announce that as from 4th October 2010 


Mrs Wendy Holmes will be working from our office at 
12 Hart Street Henley-on-Thames RG9 2AU 


Telephone: 01491 572323 
email: wendyholmes@collins-dryland.co.uk 


Cross Lanes FruitFarm Muy, 
Mapledurham,RG47UW SS” \ 
Tel: 0118 9/72 3167 


A 
Yeu 


1 Ola Join A404 to Reading at Cane End, first right, right again. 
Farm shop is an the road to (soring Heath. 
wiany crosslanestruittarm co.uk 








AVIA 


LANDSCAPE CONSTRUCTION 


WwWwW.avialandscapes.co.uk 


* Design and Build * Maintenance ¢ Brickwork 


*Patios * Decking * Water Features ° Irrigation 


*Fencing * Plant Supply. 


: Pp Nyse Ned Kite Electrical p. 
i | : (Sh z a 
Fl EA a S N <a Repairs & Maintenance for almost anything! 


Domestic Electrical & Solar Power 
Find out more at:www.redkiteelectrical.co.uk 


Home Electrics And Plumbing Services 
HEAPS OF SKILL * HEAPS OF HELP * HEAPS OF ADVICE 


Lights to New Wiring-Sinks to Kitchens-Taps to New 
Bathrooms and HEAPS more. 
Put your feet up and let us take the strain of your 
household problems. 
No callout charges and a free, no obligation quotation. 


All building maintenance and repairs, interior / exterior. 
Decorating, Floor / Wall Tiling, Plumbing, Electrical. 
Woodwork, Glazing. 

Specialist Paint Effects and sympathetic restoration 
for older properties. 

Kitchens, Bathrooms and Conservatories refurbished. 
Landscaping, Patios, Water Features, Fencing, 
Hedge and Tree Cutting. 


Email: sparks@redkiteelectrical.co.uk 


Call a locally based electrician. 
No job too small. Free estimates. 
Phone: 0118 907 6342 
Mob: O788 2737402 





Sheds and outbuildings repairs and maintenance 17 Burnham Rise, Emmer Green 
No Call-Out Fee and Free Estimates | a | wAP Es 

City & Guilds qualified - 
NAPIT Part P approved 


01491 $31 213 - 07785 393 499 
heaps499@btinternet.com 


T: 01189 722 181 E: tony@avialandscapes.co.uk 













BROOK HOUSE 


FURNITURE BARN 


ROTHERFIELD PEPPARD 


! CURTAINS, | 
/BLINDS, PELMETS, 
TIE BACKS ETC. 
ALL AT COMPETITIVE 
PRICES 
CALL CAROLINE ON 
0118 954 2448 
OR 
0781 561 OOO7 


Classes in Sonning Common area 


Including Ante and Post Natal 


B. r Ta =i — =. a a | 
Mondays / Tuesdays / Thursdays lle 


7 
q4 
Beginners and Intermediates at 





Private S6@s5sions also available 





LIVE DINGS 


SLEEP 


OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK 
MONDAY-FRIDAY 10-4, SATURDAY 10-5, SUNDAY 11-4 


UNITS 3-4 MANOR FARM, ROTHERFIELD PEPPARD,OXON RG9 5LA 
WWW.BROOKHOUSEFURNITUREBARN.COM 
01491 410098/ 628984. 





Goring, Woodcote & 
District LIONS Club 


Charity No: 1131754 
www .lions-gwd.org.uk 


‘We Serve’ 


9")ANUARY 2011 


10.30am start @Woodcote 


Principal Beneficiaries 


WE ARE 
MACMILLAN. 


CANCER SUPPORT 


Entry Forms from 
@ 01491 680251 


PIA 


Sonning Common Primary School PTA 


a SSO 1Ok ORY 1LN 


20% CRIBS: 


“4 10k@lions-gwd.org.uk 


® www.lions-gwd.org.uk 


Under UK Athletics Rules. 
Course Measurement Certificate No. 02/081 
Race Licence No: 2010-101152. 


Minimum age for entry is 15 years. 


A special place 





FOR SPECIAL PUPILS 


A unique school: this is how Ofsted 
described Bishopswood special 
school due fo if sharing sites with local, 
mainstream schools. 


Bishopswood Special School is for pupils with 
severe and multipole learning difficulties. 


In a recent inspection, Ofsted viewed the 
shared sites as being unique and said they 
were used, “to broaden pupils’ experiences 
and to ensure that the pupils are fully 
included in many stimulating and memorable 
experiences”. 


Ofsted was impressed by the positive 
comments made by the headteachers and 
parents of mainstream pupils and by the pupil 
interactions they observed. 


Bishopswood head teacher Jenny Wager said: 
“Bishopswood governors are very proud of 

the school and of its hard working, gifted and 
dedicated stoff. 


“We currently have 33 pupils, aged between 
two and 16. All pupils have Statements of 
special Educational Need. The children 
come from a wide area, from Wallingford to 


24 


Watlington and down to Henley, Shiplake and 
sonning Common. Some children come 
from other local authorities, including Reading 
and Wokingham.” 


The school is split across three sites. During the 
early years/foundation stage, Bishoopswood 
pupils attend Valley Road Primary School in 
Henley, where nursery provision has been 
rated as ‘outstanding’ by Ofsted for the 
second time running. 


Between the ages of five and 11, Bishopswood 
pupils attend Sonning Common Primary School. 
From here they enjoy many opportunities for 
inclusion in mainstream school life, including 
weekly music and PE lessons. 


Bishopswood’s senior department is based 
at Chiltern Edge School within the main 
school building. Again there are a range 

of opportunities for soecial needs’ students 
to participate with mainstream students on 
residential visits and in reading schemes and 
sporting events. 


said Mrs Wager: “All inclusion opportunities 
and collaborative projects are planned jointly 
by Bishopswood and mainstream schoo! staff 


Bar, nibbles and raffle 


To book: E-mail ione.stacey@btinternet.com 
or phone 0118 9723348. 


All proceeds to PTA 


BELOW: 

| Beale) es\\\felelom oll] eo) Kmelmem(-1er-1a)! 
ro fosi\V/iavanate)saliace eimai e)siantel av 
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who are positive about the advantages for 
both groups of pupils. 


“We believe there are advantages for 
everyone in this co-location model of 
inclusion. For our very soecial pupils, we 
believe it offers them the best of both worlds 
through the links with mainstream schools and 
through the specialist teaching and learning 
we can offer.” 


For more information about Bishopswood 
Special School visit: www.bishopswood. 
oxon.sch.uk 








Christmas 


Cnurcn services 


Christ the King, Sonning Common 
ot John the Baptist, Kidmore End 


Dates and times of Christmas services: 


Friday, 17 December 
service of carols and readings, 7.300m, 
St John’s 


Friday, 24 December 
Christingle service, 4.30(m, Christ the King 


Midnight mass, 11m, St John’s 


Saturday, 25 December 
Family euchanrist with carols, 9.30am, 
Christ the King 


Family eucharist with carols, 10.30am, 
St John’s 


We wish, at this time, to record our 
appreciation of the Christian fellowship 

we have enjoyed with Father Chris 

Bester, formerly of St Michael's Roman 
Catholic Church, during his time with this 
community. We will miss him — not least his 
participation in our Lent study groups — and 
we wish him a long and happy retirement. 


The annual Week of Prayer for Christian 
Unity is held between 18 and 25 January 
each year. Look out for details of a local 
ecumenical service to mark this occasion. 


On Sunday, 30 January, All Saints, Peppard, 
Will join Us for a United service at 10.30am 
in Christ the King Church. 


Thank you to all those people who 
contributed to our successful Christmas 
fair in November. Our clergy and church 
members wish the Editor and all readers a 
Happy Christmas. 


NEIL SCOTT 
(on behalf of the Parochial Church 
Council) 


springwater Church (Peppard 
Congregational Church), Blounts 
Court Road, Peppard Common 


The new leadership team at Springwater 
Church would like to extend a warm 
welcome to everyone in the Sonning 
Common area. We would particularly like 
to invite people to the following events, in 
addition to the regular Sunday services at 
10.30am. 


Dates and times of Christmas services: 


Saturday, 4 December 
Carols and mince pies outside the CCA 
shop in Wood Lane, 10am 


Sunday, 12 December 
Family Nativity service, 10.30am 


Sunday, 19 December 
Christingle service with carols and candles, 
10.30am 


Carols and cake, Sonning Common 
Village Hall, 4m 


saturday, 25 December - Christmas 
day service, 10.30am 


In January an Alona course will start. 
All all are very welcome. 


Saturday, 15 January 
Aloha supper and introduction 


Wednesday, 26 January 
Aloha course begins 


At Springwater we hold weekly/monthly 
meetings and gatherings for mums and 


babies, children, young people and many 


more. For more information please call 
0118 972 4519 on Monday/Wednesday/ 
Friday mornings, from Yam to 1jom, or visit 
www.springwater.org.uK 


CHRIS MILLS 


sonningcommon 


magazine 





st Michael’s Roman Catholic 
Church, Peppard Road 


At St Michael's we sadly said goodbye 
to Father Chris Bester, who has now 
retired. And we have welcomed Father 
Robert Devaney (Father Bob, as he is 
known) to our parish. 


Dates and times of Christmas services: 


Friday, 24 December 
Mass for families with children, 60m 


Midnight mass preceded by Christmas 
readings, music & carols, 11.300mM 


Saturday, 25 December 
Mass, 10,30amM 


Sunday, 26 December 
Feast of the Holy family, mass, Yam and 
10.30am 


SHIRLEY RIXON 
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John Taylor (Ewelme) Limited 


@ BOILER & RANGE COOKER SERVICE ENGINEERS @ 
@ GENERAL PLUMBING @ 
@ OIL TANK REPLACEMENT @ 
@ INSTALLATION OF COMPLETE 
CENTRAL HEATING SYSTEMS @ 
@ OUTSIDE GROUND WORKS @ DRAINAGE @ 


@ ELECTRICAL INSTALLATION SERVICES 
) Office: 01491 833538 
Mobile: 07968 897983 


SHARP BUILDING SERVICES 
A 


The local builder for all your building work: 


EXTENSIONS 
ALTERATIONS 
REPAIRS 
TILING 


Phone Steve on: 
07887 986446 / 01189 724880 


fam EASTON »jcne, 


Zomms PROPERTYCARE 

* Fully qualified (Part P reg) electrician 

* Plumbing * Kitchens and bathrooms 
* Landscaping and fencing 


0118 947 7738 


07717 295679 
www.eastonpropertycare.co.uk 
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At Home Pet Care 
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Cats 





Small Pets 


Dog Walking 
Puppy Visits 


Please call Alison for further information 
Tel 0118 9722948 / O7 787 114536 


rest 


Nursing Home 


Essex Way, Kennylands Road 
Sonning Common Reading RG4 9RG_ Telephone: Reading 0118 972 4414 


Full Medical NURSING CARE - 24 Hours a day QUALIFIED and VERY CARING Staff. 


Long Term and Holiday Stays — Subject to Availability. 


A superbly equipped, centrally heated home with Nurse Call, colour T.V.s etc. in all 


bedrooms, lounges, etc. 


Abbeycrest has 14 single and double bedrooms to give a maximum of 24 beds. 


When you really care about the tender loving care your loved ones deserve please 


contact: 


MATRON TELEPHONE: 0118 972 4414 or call in and visit us. 





Please make enquiries re. Staff Vacancies to: the Matron on Reading 0118 972 4414 


CARPET FITTER 
Fitted Carpets & Vinyl Specialist 
Underlays & Fixings Supplied 
Re-Adaptions & Restretches 
Measuring, Estimating & Planning 
Carpets * Vinyl x Amtico * Kamdean 
25 YEARS EXPERIENCE 
MICHAEL HODGSON 


TEL: 0118 962 8057 / MOB: 07841 586003 


|\Dean & Milward 
insurance brokers & financial advisers 
3 Market Place Mews Henley-on-Thames 


Tel: 01491 578259 rax: 01491 410597 


Motor Insurance 


It really is worthwhile asking us for a quote 


Instant Professional Save 
SERVICE MONEY 


& REG 
© YD MEMBER OF 


THE INSTITUTE OF 
INSURANCE BROKERS 






bespoke kitchens 


We have moved to our new 
larger improved showroom at: 
Wyevale Hare Hatch 

Garden Centre 

Bath Road 

Hare Hatch 

Twyford 

Berkshire RG10 9SW 


Telephone: 0118 940 6600 

Fax: 0118 940 6622 
Email: 

henley @ optiplankitchens.co.uk 


Website: 
www.optiplankitchens.co.uk 


OPENING HOURS 
Monday — Saturday 
9:00am — 5:00pm 
Sundays & Bank Holidays 
by appointment only 


# 13 Full displays 
contemporary and traditional 
® Displays featuring 
Granite, Caesarstone, Solid 
Wood and Laminate Worktops 
* De Dietrich Appliance centre 


on-the-spot Quote 


* Bosch Appliance centre 


The South’s Premier Kitchen Manufacturer 


«Manufacturer and Retailer—No Middle Men! «(Quality Kitchens from £3,000 to £30,000 
«Bring in your own Measurements for an 


«Project Managed Installation Service 
«20 Year Gauaraniee on Furniture 


THAMES VALLEY GY MNASTICS CL UB 

Bird Wood Court 

Peppard Road 

Sonning Common 

(Registered Charity No. 1062939) 

# Modern Gymnastics facility with “state of the art” equipment 
and dance studio 


 Elite/Competitive squad coaching to Regional/National levels 


@ General Gymnastics classes for Boys/Girls - all ages/abilities 
@ Pre-School programmes 
# Ballet Classes 
Play Gym for the Under 5s (Tuesday & Thursday a.m.) 
Gym Birthday Parties 
# Room for hire 
For further information, please call in or telephone 
Kevin Cassidy, Club Manager, on 0118 972 4401 — 













Over 200 happy customers in 
Sonning Common, 


Milo and Michael Harper = 


Ps 


Milo Technical Support 
22 Sedgewell Road 


OPTIPLAN 


0118 972 4905 


«Kitchens Handmade to Any Size or Colour 
Granite and Conan Worktop Specialists 
«Factory Visits Welcome 
Over 17,000 satisfied customers in this area 
eatablished 1994 








Chiltern Players - Billy Liar 
— by Keith Waterhouse and 
Willis Hall. Tickets £7 

(Until Sat 4 Dec). Peppard 
Memorial Hall 8om 


Chiltern Edge School 
— Grease. Tickets from 


reception or 0118 972 1500. 


(Until Thurs 9 Dec) Chiltern 
Edge School 7pm 


Sonning Common Parish 
Council 

Village Hall 

8pm 


Nottakwire Christmas 
concert. Tickets £3 adult, 
£1.50 child. 

Village Hall 

3pm 


MONDAY 


ute) [PYG 





British Legion Tea dance 
Admission £3.50 

Village Hall 

2 -4om 


Chiltern Edge Horticultural 
Society —- AGM 

Chiltern Edge school theatre 
7.15pm 


Sonning Common 
Women’s Institute - 
Sainsbury Singers 
Village Hall 

7.30OmM 


South Chiltern Choral 
Society - Christmas 
concerts. Today and 
tomorrow. 7.30pm Sat / 
2.30 0m Sun. Box office: 
01491 575727. 


FRIDAY 


7 


British Legion Tea dance 


THURSDAY 


yAU) 


EICL _ Dik lunch 
ah) 4 a Pub | UNcN 


Nottakwire practice 
Village Hall 

9.45am 

(Today and Friday 10) 


Sonning Common Pre- 
school - Christmas fair 
& market 

Village Hall 

3 - 50m 


Carol service 

St. John’s Church, 
Kidmore End 
7.30OmM 


Sonning Common Society - 


Christmas walk 
Village Hall 
10am 


FRIDAY 


THURSDAY 


a 





FISH - Garden centre visit 
1.300m 


Art & Craft exhibition - 
Christopher Poynter 
Village Hall 

10.30am - 50m 


Nottakwire practice & 
dress rehearsal 
Village Hall 

9.45am & 2.30 om 


WEDNESDAY 


ee 





FISH runs regular shopping trios to Tesco in Henley and Henley and Reading town centres. 


For more information and to book call 0118 972 3986. 


Fed Up With Call Centres 


Barrs InsgSurance 
Mark & Helen Richards 
Your Local Insurance Brokers 
For The Unusual & The Usual 
Let Us Take Care Of Your Insurance 
«House & Contents « Business « Liabilities 
«Travel » Landlords + Professional Indemnity 
‘Horse « Shops « Sickness / Accident 
Commercial / Unusual Vehicle 
lf It's Not listed We Still Can Hel 
All Types Of Insurance Enquiries Welcome 
OT1TS 924 2603 
mail: info@barrs-insurances.co.uk 
wwwsebarrs-insurance.co.uk 
Unit 2, Kidby's Yard, Kennylands Road, Sonning Common AG4 9JT 


Orchard Fodge 


RESIDENTIAL CARE 


36 Baskerville Road 
Sonning Common 


0118 972 2582 


We specialise in caring for 
Alzheimer/dementia residents. 
Day care facilities are also available. 


__ Incorporating 
. bi 


‘ede Peal aa r=, ed ed 


Doors ane (lorie 


Paacing. Sortie sori Civattarrin 


Come & Experience authentic 
Tandoori & Bengali Cuisine 


OD WO C6OOD OG 


* Fully Air-Conditioned 
* Large Groups Catered For 
x Open 7 Days a Week 


TAKE-AWAY MENU 
We Guarantee Prompt Service on All Orders 


21 Wood Lane 
Sonning Common 
0118 972 3104 / 972 1054 


S J HINTON 


Carpenter & Joiner 





Sonning Common Beauty 
_ 412 Newfield Road 0118 972 3059 

, www.sonningcommonbeauty.co.uk 

* Manicure * Pedicure * Organic Facials 


- » | *®MD Formulations Glycolic peels 
Nf axing * Lash and Brow treatments 
* Spray tanning * Make-up 


All carpentry work undertaken 
MDF built-in furniture a speciality 


| * Massage Bridal 
Quality craftsmanship 


«| picey and mum to be packages available 


Gift vouchers available 
reduced price treatments available 
Se pine feng So chaos ayahanely 


Telephone Steve on: 0118 972 3602 
Mobile: 07887 653866 























Bell Wh Cel | j a B . . : 
EDS School of Motoring | (ieauamnnnE.. 2m 
0118 972 3349 / 0794 057 9018 | ODI MGNMMNOMIonnmr” 


ISsci oolomn mooring @yahoo.co.uk 


Creating Weddings Funerals 
good safe Hand- Tied Gift Bouquets 


drivers 
for life 























~ nobleintentions 
) landscape garden design i. 
National & International Deliveries 
Professional kk SS | 
acivice, design & ars oes g : Fully Qualified “Hlavist Tree Local Helivery 
planting for your CMA ate Bre 
garden. a 42 Wood Lane ¢ Sonning Common e RG4 9SL 
| = 0118 972 1240 0777 179 0916 
Call Gail Noble 


on 01189723214 | = : 
[rrenchleintentions.com | || een feelin 1@s Into flowers 


PRESSED for TIME 


Professional Shirt Service - Lroning - Service Washing - Dry Cleaning 
Leather & Suede Cleaning & Repairs - Full Tailonng, Repairs & Alteration Service 
Suede, Leather & Wax Jackets - Wedding Dress Cleaning & Alterations 


Scien Collection & Delivery Service 
on TL 33. E 
tatoo Tek 0118 9722 ee, 

| «Sat 


Footcare 


Houtine nail care 
Nail & skin infection control 


Cor & hard skin treatment | | 
Chapped, flaky heels Appointments last 30 minutes 


Nail deformities Qualified Therapist - Fully Insured 
Bunion care 
Athletes foot/veruccas/warts 


Burning/itchy feet 


0118 9723266 /07979 811318 





